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This guidance document is for 
applicants planning to apply to 
the Film and TV Community Grants 
scheme. Please read it carefully 
before starting an application. 

An easy-read  / accessible version 
of this Guidance is available here.

If you need additional support 
making an application please 
contact us on 0800 054 00 00 
or email: 
communitygrants@filmtvcharity.org.uk  

The Film and TV 
Community Grants
Guidance for Applicants

Community Grants Objectives:

The Covid-19 crisis has had an enormous impact on the film 
and television industry, with many facing financial hardship and 
increased levels of isolation.

As part of the Film and TV Charity’s Coronovirus response to help 
support the industry’s mental health and wellbeing during this 
time, we have designed the Community Grants scheme to aid 
individuals and grassroots organisations volunteering their time 
to support their peers in the film and TV workforce. Specifically, 
the scheme will contribute to administrative costs and ‘out of 
pocket’ expenses incurred in delivering this work during the 
Covid-19 crisis.

The fund will cover administrative and small-scale costs for 
activities that;

• Tackle isolation by connecting the Film and TV industry 
community virtually with activities that promote peer support, 
creativity and positivity

• Promote professional development and support networks through 
skills sharing, mentoring, online learning and career development

• Address financial concerns by providing advice, information, 
budgeting or planning tools

https://filmtvcharity.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Community-Grants-Guidance-for-Applicants-Accessible-Version.pdf
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Although not intended to be a definitive checklist here are some 
examples of the types of related administrative costs and out of 
pocket expenses that this grant could cover;

• Administrative costs eg computer software, videoconferencing 
fees

• Costs associated with enhancing accessibility to planned 
activities eg. Subtitles, BSL interpretation

• Outreach costs eg social media marketing to amplify the reach 
and awareness of activity 

• Costs to cover out of pocket expenses of contributors

What costs will the Community Grants not be able to cover:

• Start up costs for a new organisation.

• Any service that requires a fee from the service user.

• Clinical mental health services.

Grants will usually be around £150 – £250 but can be up to a max 
of £1000 for people organising a series of events or with additional 
costs to support access and inclusion. 

Applications will be open from 12pm on Monday 4th May 2020 
and close 6pm on Monday 1st June 2020 (reserving the right for 
earlier closure depending on demand).

Once submitted applicants should expect to hear back on the 
outcome of their application within 5 working days.

If the team requires any further information, they will contact you 
either by phone or by email.

Once the initial assessment has been completed, you will be 
informed of the next steps.

We are only able to award one grant per person as part of the 
Community Grants scheme. 

You’re eligible to apply if you have previously received a grant from 
The Film and TV Charity, but we may take this into account. 
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Depending on demand for the fund it’s unlikely that we will be able 
to give grants to everyone who applies and eligible applications 
will be assessed on how successfully the planned activity and 
intended target audience fulfils the key Grant objectives, see 
Section 3 for more details.

If the fund becomes oversubscribed we reserve the right to pause 
applications at any time. We will do this only if necessary and will 
communicate any early closure of the fund to potential applicants 
in the interest of saving their time. 

About this Guidance document  

Section 1 (page 4) 
explains the eligibility criteria you need to meet in order to make an 
application. 

Section 2 (page 7) 
explains the personal details we need when you make an 
application, so that we can contact you and verify your identity if 
you are successful.

Section 3 (page 7) 
explains what we will need to know about your proposed project 
or activity and your intended audience so that we can assess it 
against the Community Grant objectives. 

Section 4 (page 11) 
explains how to apply for the fund.
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Section 1 
Basic Eligibility 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to award grants to applicants 
who do not meet our eligibility  criteria, so please check these 
before taking the time to apply.  

To be eligible for the Film and TV Community Grants scheme 
you will need to:  
 

1. Have a minimum of 1 year’s proven professional experience 
behind the scenes in UK film, TV and cinema

We will ask for proof of work experience in Section 2: Personal 
Details (see page 7) of this document for further information), 
which will be required in the form of a CV, IMDB page, LinkedIn 
or Talent Manager page. This is to ensure funds go to those in the 
professional film and TV industry workforce. 

2. Work in film, TV or cinema and earn the majority of your 
income through this work 

You may have worked in multiple roles both in and outside of film 
and TV, as long as you can demonstrate that the majority of your 
paid work is from jobs in film, TV or cinema. 

You may have worked in above-the-line and below-the-line roles 
anywhere in the industry, from development through to broadcast 
and exhibition. 

This includes contributions through allied services such as facilities 
and catering, or financial and administrative services.  

The Film and TV Charity supports people who work behind the 
scenes in film and TV and therefore cannot support actors or 
other solely front-of-screen talent. People who make film used 
solely for the purpose of education, advertising, corporate films, 
campaigning/lobbying, or personal services such as wedding 
videos, or in which work is broadcast/exhibited in venues or via 
channels other than those described above (e.g. galleries) are not 
eligible for this fund. Other industry funds may be able to offer 
support to these workers. 
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3. Be a UK resident 

This is defined as those with the “right to work in the UK.” You can 
have worked on UK or international productions, but your primary 
residence should be in the UK.  

4. Run/plan to run a service to support or benefit professionals 
working in the film and television industry during the 
Covid-19 pandemic

As part of the Film and TV Charity’s Coronovirus response to 
support those in the industry experiencing increased isolation and 
financial hardship, the Community Grants scheme is designed to 
benefit individuals and grassroots organisations providing activities 
and services that serve the professional workforce. Therefore as 
well as determining that you have experience in this sector the 
intended audience must also be from this community of industry 
professionals (employed or currently unemployed.) We cannot 
support work designed for wider audiences that extend beyond 
that core film and TV workforce. 

5. Run/plan to run a service or activity that is FREE 
to all participants 

The Community Grants scheme has been set up with the purpose 
of supporting and fostering peer support and community activity 
amongst film and TV industry workers and we want these activities 
to be as accessible as possible. Therefore we cannot fund activities 
that require payment from the service user. 

6. Run/plan to run a service or activity that takes place and/or 
has corresponding expenses that take place within or between 
April 2020-October 2020

The Community Grants scheme is a time limited scheme designed 
to support people during the immediate Covid -19 crisis. There may 
be circumstances where the fund is reviewed and reopened or 
extended depending on developments in the ongoing crisis.

Where known please include planned date (s) in Section 3 of the 
application form. 
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7. Demonstrate that the service being offered will be accessible 
to an audience under current Government social distancing 
guidance as a result of Covid-19

This is to ensure that the activity doesn’t breach current 
government guidelines in regard to social distancing measures. 
At this time we anticipate most activities and services will be 
virtual / accessible online. We encourage you to visit www.gov.uk 
for further information on these current guidelines and to be sure 
your activity falls within them before applying. 

8. Agree that the service/activity does not offer clinical 
treatment for specific mental health problems and clearly states 
the qualifications and experience of anyone providing general 
advice about wellbeing

The Community Grants scheme is designed to help fund peer 
to peer support and community activities. It is not designed to 
provide professional clinical services or advice.

The Film and TV Charity’s Support Line provides a listening ear 
round the clock, 24/7. As part of our Coronovirus response we 
have increased capacity and made additional services available. 
This includes referral to clinical mental health support, including 
up to 6 sessions of therapy free of charge, via phone, video or 
possible referral to an online CBT course. 

In order to be eligible for the Community Grants scheme any 
activity that involves professional provision of general wellbeing 
advice should detail qualifications and experience in Section 3: 
About Your Project and should also make this information available 
to any potential service users in supporting comms.

        

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
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Section 2 
Completing your 
personal details  

Section 3 
About Your Project  

We will need your personal details so we can contact you and 
verify your identity and work experience. This information may 
be used to verify your identity and eligibility if your application 
is successful. Where we ask about your work experience, please 
attach a clearly formatted CV which demonstrates your relevant 
experience or link to your professional experience on a recognised 
professional website such as IMDb, LinkedIn or Talent Manager. 

Assessment

Your proposed project/activity will be assessed based on criteria 
that measures how well it serves the Community Grant objectives 
to aid community connection, enhance purpose and productivity 
and address financial concerns. Below is a reminder of these 
objectives.

The fund will cover administrative and small-scale costs for 
activities that;

• Tackle isolation by connecting the Film and TV industry 
community virtually with activities that promote peer support, 
creativity and positivity

• Promote professional development and support networks through 
skills sharing, mentoring, online learning and career development

• Address financial concerns by providing advice, information, 
budgeting or planning tools

We are looking to fund a range of activities that fulfil the full 
spectrum of these objectives and therefore your proposed activity 
will be assessed against other applications to ensure the grants are 
supporting a range of work and audiences.
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Applications will be assessed based on the following criteria;

Impact of proposed activity against Grant Objectives 
How clearly applicants have defined the purpose of the activity, 
how well the proposed activity responds to the current Covid-19 
crisis and fulfils the Grant’s core objectives.

Originality  
To ensure the Community Grants support a range of different 
activities that serve the full breadth of the professional workforce, 
applicants will be assessed on the originality of their project/
activity and how well it responds to unfulfilled need in the industry.

Quality of Service 
To ensure the Grants support quality project delivery to the 
professional workforce, applicants will be assessed on proven 
track record of delivering similar activities and /or demonstration 
of transferrable skills. This assessment will also be applied to the 
credentials of any relevant contributors.

Audience 
To ensure activities respond to the most urgent needs of the 
workforce and that they connect with their target audience, 
applicants will be assessed on how clearly they have identified 
their audience and the evidence of need. They will be assessed on 
their available means of reaching their target audience and how 
well they have planned effective ways to reach them.

Diversity 
It is important within the Grant Objectives that we support 
a diverse range of audiences throughout the workforce. 
Applications will be assessed on whether they cater for 
underrepresented audiences.

Accessibility 
To ensure the industry continues to serve those in the workforce 
with accessibility needs, applicants will be assessed on whether 
they have made considerations on how best to serve these groups 
within their proposed activity.  

Description of proposed activity

Please surmise your proposed project/activity including purpose, 
any relevant contributors and their credentials, associated website 
links etc.
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Where known please include planned date(s) for your activity

Please specify precise planned dates where possible, if not an 
indication of timing such as the month would be appreciated. 
Please ensure it fits within the eligibility criteria by taking place 
within or between April-October 2020.  

Please provide a brief description of how the proposed activity 
meets the Community Grant objectives 

Your description should include delivery details on how you 
propose to achieve at least one or more of the following;

• Tackle isolation by connecting the Film and TV industry 
community virtually with activities that promote peer support, 
creativity and positivity.

• Promote professional development and support networks through 
skills sharing, mentoring, online learning and career development.

• Address financial concerns by providing advice, information, 
budgeting or planning tools. 

Is your activity designed to reach any of the following audiences 
within the film and TV professional workforce

 Freelancers

 Unemployed

 LGBTQ+

 BAME

 Organisations in the English regions (outside of London) 
 or in Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales

 None of the above

Please provide a supporting description of your intended target 
audience plus information on the platforms / marketing and 
comms intended to reach these audiences or any existing access 
you may already have. We are capturing this information in the 
interests of ensuring that grants are awarded to support those in 
greatest need and that we continue to make services accessible 
to a diverse section of the workforce.
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Enhancing accessibility

Where relevant please include details of any planned provisions to 
enhance accessibility for your intended audience. This is to ensure 
we capture as much information as possible to help us assess 
applications based on accessibility and inclusivity. 

Projected audience size

Please provide estimated numbers here. These estimates should be 
based on your available platforms (e.g. social media reach, number 
of newsletter subscribers) and the level of planned promotion of 
your activity. 

Past experience

We want to know why you are best placed to deliver the activity. 
If you have past experience of delivering a similar activity or skills 
and experience you can draw on please provide details here. If you 
have any supporting evidence, examples or links please add here. 
This is so we can assess the application based on experience and 
a track record of delivering similar activities. 

Total cost of expenses you are seeking funding for

Where possible this should include itemised costs with supporting 
description and you should be able to ensure corresponding proof 
of receipts.

A reminder that you can apply for any amount up to £1,000 but 
that grants will usually be between £150 - £250 and larger grant 
amounts will need to be clearly justified. 

Social media information

We ask for these details where relevant to help us assess the 
potential social platforms available to you personally or your 
organisation and how they might be helpful in reaching your 
intended audiences.
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Section 4 
How do I apply?  

Applications can be made online via our application form 
available here. 

Please ensure that you have all the details necessary to make your 
application as you will not be able to save your application and 
come back to it.  

Before you apply you will need: 

• To read this Guidance carefully

• Ensure you have an image or scan of your passport (PDF or FPEG)

• A copy of your CV (PDF or Word), link to IMDB, Talent Manager 
or LinkedIn page

• A simple project budget indicating the support you are seeking 
(PDF, Excel or Word)

Ensure you have all details to hand relating to your activity / project 
proposal such as website links, past examples, social media details, 
contributor professional credentials.

Once you have submitted your application you will receive an 
automatic response to confirm we have received it.  We will aim to 
respond to let you know the outcome of your application or to ask 
for any further information we might need within 5 working days.  

https://filmtvcharity.formstack.com/forms/community_grants
https://filmtvcharity.formstack.com/forms/community_grants

